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Introduction

The library world is full of jargon and acronyms. While not intended to be puzzling,
mysterious phrases, they very much can be until explained. Cataloging is no exception and
is ripe with seemingly nonsensical terms. FRBR? Nomen? Title page verso?

While creating terms and labeling specific parts of a book can be beneficial as it helps
keep everyone on the same page, it can be confusing. This guide will visually break down
what each part of a book is called - plus highlight information you can find there — so you
know exactly where to look for information when cataloging.

Most books will follow the general format outlined in this guide. However, publishers are
sometimes creative and might hide information elsewhere in the book. If you have a
question about a book you’re cataloging or about this guide, please reach out to the RSA
Bibliographic Services Department at either help@librariesofrsa.org or 866-940-4083.
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On the Outside of the Book

Front Cover

The front cover often lists the title and author of the book. It might sometimes list the
author of a foreword, series information, special bonus content, and other information you
might see on a bibliographic record. Use the front cover to verify information, but it is not
the preferred source to find title and author information.

Spine

The spine is the side of the book. You’ll typically find the title and author listed here. More
importantly, you might find series information on the spine.
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Back Cover

The back cover can vary in how much information is available. It might contain a summary
of the book. It often lists the ISBN, which you should verify matches the one printed on the
title page verso because thatis the preferred source for ISBN. The back cover might also
list series information and bonus content, like discussion guides.
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On the Inside of the Book

Title Page

The title page is at the very beginning of the book and is the preferred source of title and
author. The title page is what a cataloger creating an original record will transcribe when
adding the 245 field to a record. If there is no title page, then use what is given on the front
cover.

The title page is also the preferred source when determining publisher information for the
264 field. If no publisher information is listed on the title page, or if there is no title page at

all, look at the title page verso.

Series information, or even a publication date, might also be found on the title page.
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illustrated by Scott Jeralds

VIRGINIA POSTREL

BASIC BOOKS
New York

What if there’s a page in front of the title page that has just the title listed? That page is safe
to ignore when cataloging.
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Title Page Verso

This is the meat and potatoes of cataloging. This page lists detailed publication information
such as:
e Copyright date, which can double as the implied publication date when nothing
specific is given
e Publication date
e Detailed publisher information
e Publication history
e Edition statement(s)
e The preferred source of the ISBN
e Contributor information, such as translators and artists
e And so much more! This is the catchall page where publishers share information
they want to tell you about the book.

Typically, the title page verso can be found immediately after the title page or opposite the
title page. If you can’t find it there, check the back of the book. Especially with children’s
books, the title page verso might be the very last page.

Sometimes the verso page might consist of nothing more than a copyright date. This is
particularly true of self-published books.

From the first Dutch edition by Theo van Hoijtema
adapted and edited by Erwin Burckhardt

Other titles (also available in German):
Celestino Piatti’'s Animal ABC
Piattifor Children

Copyright © 1963, renewed 1993, 2013 by NordSid Verlag AG, Franklinstrasse 23, CH-8050 Ziirich, Switzerland.
First published in Switzerland under the title Eulengltick.

English translation copyright © 1963, renewed 1993, 2013 by NorthSouth Books Inc.,, New York 10016,

All rights reserved.

No part of this book may be reproduced or utilized in any farm or by any means, electronic or mechanical,
including photo-copying, recording, or any information storage and retrieval system, without permission

in writing from the publisher.

First published in the United States in 1964 by Atheneum.

Renewed and republished in the United States, Great Britain, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand

in 1893 by NorthSouth Books Inc., an imprint of NerdSiid Verlag AG, CH-8050 Ziirich, Switzerland.
This edition first published in the United States, Great Britain, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand in
2013 by NorthSouth Books Inc,, an imprint of NordSid Verlag AG, CH-8050 Ziirich, Switzerland.

Distributed in the United States by NorthSouth Books Inc., New York 10016,

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data is available.

Printed in Latvia
ISEN 978-0-7358-4483-4 (trade edition)
3 579 1 -1210 8 6 4

www.northsouth.com
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SEVEN SEAS ENTERTAINMENT PRESENTS
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Copyright © 2021 by Chase Hill

All rights reserved.

‘T'he content contained within this book may not be reproduced, duplicated
or transmitted without direct written permission from the author or the
publisher.

Under no circumstances will any blame or legal responsibility be held

against the publisher, or author, for any damages, reparation, or monetary
loss due to the information contained within this book. Either dircetly or

indircctly.

Final Numbered Page

Anytime sequential numbering stops in a book it is considered a final numbered page. A
book may have one final numbered page, or several. For example, a book could have
preliminary pages that end with Roman numeralix, a numbered page that ends on an index
numbered 220, and bonus content that ends on page 13. All three of those final numbered
pages should be listed in the 300 field, like so: “ix, 220, 13 pages.”

The easiest way to find the final numbered page, or pages, is to start at the back of the
book and slowly flip your way towards the front. If the last page at the back of the book
ends on an impossibly low number given the size of the volume, then your item probably
has bonus content, and pagination might end again further in.
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For a more detailed look at pagination, check out the Pagination Considerations

Cataloging Guide.

I used 1o think that it was better ot to get too attached to

anyone ... not to my family ... and especially not to a girl.
Because someday I'd have to leave them to go off and fight for
our country. But now I realize that the people who we are
attached to are why we go off and fight. They're why we five.
We'll never know exactly how our lives will turn out.
Maybe it's best to live whatever time we have without fearing

the future, No matter how carcful we are, whether we're
fighting in a world war or locked away in the most
impenctrable fortress in the universe, for cach of us the final
outcome of every day is unknown

Fused to let the unknown stop me from living,

I'won't let it Stop me anymore,

e
i
shop to fix my bald spots.
Now I know how my dad feels.
But first we’ll have a big hug.
That’s the best part of time-out.
EEES
79
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Finally, manga comics can be tricky. Some manga’s might be unnumbered, b;t;(irrtocated
might e’1lso number only a handful of pages, with the final numbered page randomly

. o, d
a sizeable chunk of pages from the last page of the book. With manga, it’s generally a goo

i S.
idea to flip through the book a couple of times to be certain there are no numbered page
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Manufacturing Page

Occurring more often, especially with self-published or print-on-demand books, is a page
at the very end of the book that gives brief manufacturing information. While there is a way
to add manufacturing information to a bibliographic record, it is not a current best
practice, nor can this information be used as an implied publication date. The
manufacturing page can be safely ignored when cataloging.
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