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RSA Database Committee Meeting Notes 
Thursday, September 21, 2023 

1:00 – 3:30 pm 
 
 

Participants: RSA Member Libraries 
 
Chair: Jennifer Williams, Normal Public Library   
 
Location: Virtually via Zoom  
 
Helpful meeting links: 

• Agenda: 
https://support.librariesofrsa.org/wp-
content/uploads/2023/09/Participant_Agenda_DB_Mtg_2023-09-21.pdf  

 

• Presentation slides: 
https://support.librariesofrsa.org/wp-
content/uploads/2023/09/Slides_DB_Mtg_2023-09-21.pdf  
 

• Recording: 
https://youtu.be/RHiztyWkKVo 

  
1. Introductions (J. Williams)  

a. Welcome everyone! Time in recording: 00:00:10 
b. Welcome Antony Deter!  He joined RSA in June as the RSA NFP 

Operations Manager. Time in recording: 00:00:50 
i. He previously was the director of the Dixon PL for 8 years.  Prior 

to that he worked as a school librarian. 
c. Trivia question: Who was the first group of people in history to use 

scarecrows? Time in recording: 00:02:00 
i. The Egyptians. 

 
2. Updates:  

a. Cataloging Maintenance Center (P. Thomas) Time in recording: 00:04:55 
i. Started FY 2024 Online with the CMC webinars. 
ii. Stump the CMC is the upcoming CMC webinar topic for 

Thursday, October 12th from 10-11am.   
1. The registration link can be found here.  
2. Please submit questions and try to stump us. 
3. Please check L2 for upcoming Online with the CMC webinar 

topics, or check the CMC’s website. 
iii. The CMC will be offering lots of short training courses in the 

future.  Please see here for information. 

https://support.librariesofrsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Participant_Agenda_DB_Mtg_2023-09-21.pdf
https://support.librariesofrsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Participant_Agenda_DB_Mtg_2023-09-21.pdf
https://support.librariesofrsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Slides_DB_Mtg_2023-09-21.pdf
https://support.librariesofrsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Slides_DB_Mtg_2023-09-21.pdf
https://youtu.be/RHiztyWkKVo
https://youtu.be/RHiztyWkKVo
https://librarylearning.org/event/2023-10-12/stump-cmc-online-cmc-webinar
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=s3c4rTtrLEyHj3jjqNoQdZDxTK11X5RCjlTyMLw0gk5UQjNDTDEwNFhEUTcwTU1PMVJTM1RYOVZQWi4u
https://www.illinoisheartland.org/events?field_event_types_target_id_1=1213&field_event_audience_target_id=All&field_event_topics_target_id=1176&field_event_system_program_target_id=1163
https://www.illinoisheartland.org/events?field_event_types_target_id_1=1242&field_event_audience_target_id=All&field_event_topics_target_id=1176&field_event_system_program_target_id=1163
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iv. The CMC continues to catalog local history items, items by local 
authors, and special collection items, as well as work on a 
PrairieCat clean-up project. 

1. Have items you need cataloged by the CMC?  Email us here 
to get started: cmc@illinoisheartland.org  

2. We will be starting the RSA clean-up project in October. 
v. Conference season is upon us, and the CMC will be out at 

various conferences presenting on cataloging topics.  Hope to see 
you at one of our sessions! 

vi. CMC’s current informational brochure is available here. 
vii. To contact Pam with questions: pthomas@illinoisheartland.org  

b. RAILS Cataloging Services (R. Bierman for N. George) Time in recording: 
00:10:09 

i. In November RAILS will host a webinar focusing on inclusive 
cataloging.  Check the RAILS e-News and RAILS tech services 
listserv for details. 

ii. RAILS continues to provide cataloging training to RAILS member 
libraries.   

1. A Moodle course on cataloging monographs using RDA will 
be offered January 22nd through March 3rd.  Registration 
starts December 1st. Watch the RAILS e-News for an 
announcement once registration is open.  

2. See here on the RAILS website for more information on 
RAILS cataloging training and resources.  

3. All training information and registration can also be found on 
L2. 

iii. On October 25th from 3-4pm at ILA, Nincy will present a session 
about free cataloging resources and tips. Also, on the same day 
from 1:45-2:45pm, she will present on how to find valuable 
resources for training, where to get cataloging guidance, and 
opportunities for networking.   

iv. RAILS is preparing a survey for November 2023 to see if there is 
interest in establishing a cataloging mentor program.  Keep an 
eye out for the survey via RAILS e-News. 

v. Have world language items that need cataloging assistance?  See 
here.  

vi. To contact Nincy with questions: nincy.george@railslibraries.org  
c. RSA independence project (K. Orrison) Time in recording: 00:15:48 

i. Please check the RSA independence project page for full details:  
1. If you are not currently signed-up for the RSA listserv, get 

subscribed to stay up-to-date on the independence project, 
cataloging info, and even just to see if anything in RSA is 
down.  You can subscribe to the RSA listserv by filling out 
this online form. 

2. RSA is planning five regional events in mid-November to 
give updates and answer independence questions. 

mailto:cmc@illinoisheartland.org
https://www.illinoisheartland.org/sites/default/files/CMC%20FY2023%20Brochure%208.5x10.75%204-panel%20FINAL%20WEB%20VERSION.pdf
mailto:pthomas@illinoisheartland.org
https://railslibraries.org/catalogs/training
https://railslibraries.org/catalogs/cataloging-services
mailto:nincy.george@railslibraries.org
https://support.librariesofrsa.org/independence-project/
https://bit.us14.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=daf9552c791131dbb39a40e2a&id=27222f98cc
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a. All regional event dates are posted on L2.   
b. Information will also be shared on the RSA listserv. 

 
3. Future of the Database Committee (K. Orrison & E. Laughlin) Time in recording: 

00:19:43 
a. Beginning on July 1, 2024, RSA will be independent from RAILS and will 

become an Illinois Intergovernmental Instrumentality (III).  Meaning, RSA 
will be subject to the Open Meetings Act (OMA). 

b. The Database Committee will not be a governing group, so not subject to 
the OMA.   

c. The final meeting of the RSA Database Committee will be Friday, May 17, 
2024.  Registration will be available on L2. 

d. From July 1, 2024 onward, this group will become the RSA Technical 
Services Membership Group. 

i. The Technical Services Membership Group will be led by the RSA 
membership with an RSA staff liaison.  The RSA staff liaison will 
be the channel between this group, the RSA Board, and RSA 
management.  The RSA staff liaison will also answer member 
library questions that are asked during the Technical Services 
Membership Group meetings. 

ii. This membership group will be given an email list so that libraries 
can discuss issues, suggest meeting topics, ask questions, etc. 

iii. This group can suggest policy changes, creating drafts to submit 
to the proper channel.  The proposed policy will then work its way 
up until it gets to the RSA Board for final approval. 

1. Standards, however, can come from any level.  Standards 
are not the same as policy. They do not need to be voted on, 
just agreed upon and enacted. 

e. RSA Membership updates will occur periodically via Zoom once RSA 
becomes an III.  The focus of each update will change, so one might be 
cataloging focused, the next circulation oriented, etc.   

f. Again, keep an eye on the RSA listserv for future announcements. 
 

4. WorkFlows Cataloging: 
a. Revised brief record guide (E. Roberts) Time in recording: 00:32:52 

i. The Guide How to Create a Brief Record has been updated to 
reflect that if you do not want a brief record that you have created 
upgraded to a full-level, OCLC record (such as brief records for 
puzzles or games) you can enter “leave as brief” into the 592 field 
instead of your preferred email address. 

ii. If you have brief records currently in WorkFlows that do not need 
upgraded but have an email address in the 592 field, no worries! 

1. When RSA reaches out to let you know that a copy-level 
hold has been placed to upgrade the brief record, please let 
us know you do not need the item upgraded.  We will delete 
the 592 field and cancel our copy-level hold. 

https://support.librariesofrsa.org/project/create-a-brief-record/
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a. This way, you do not need to go back and do anything 
with items currently in WorkFlows. 

b. Uptick in items cataloged on wrong records (L. Schemensky) Time in 
recording: 00:38:39 

i. Lately we’ve noticed an increase in the number of items on wrong 
records being reported to RSA.  That doesn’t necessarily mean 
that there are more errors happening—it could mean that more 
people are noticing errors and reporting them.  Which is a good 
thing!  Still, since we noticed, we thought it could be good to 
discuss items on wrong records. 

ii. Friendly remember, as you catalog carefully compare the item in 
hand to the record.  Go through all match points (author, title, 
publisher, publication date, pagination, run time, number of discs, 
etc.).  If anything differs, even if it’s just the publication date, that 
is not a good record match for your item.  Every unique item 
needs its own unique record. 

iii. If you’re ever unsure if a record matches your item, please create 
a brief record.  That tells RSA that that item needs help. 

iv. If you need to report items on wrong records, follow the steps 
found in the Procedures for Reporting Cataloging Issues to RSA. 

v. Please share this information with circulation staff since they too 
may encounter items on wrong records as they arrive in delivery 
to fill holds. 

vi. Thank you for your ongoing efforts to help keep the shared 
database clean!  Hopefully, we notice another uptick in items on 
wrong records being reported.  It helps improve the health of the 
database, so it’s a good “problem” to have! 

c. Upcoming Basic WorkFlows Cataloging Workshops (E. Laughlin on behalf 
of J. Choate) Time in recording: 00:45:46 

i. All upcoming workshop information can be found within the 
Cataloging At-A-Glance cheat sheet here. This includes workshop 
dates and links to L2 to register. 

d. Recently created cataloging parameters (R. Bierman) Time in recording: 
00:48:12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://support.librariesofrsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/2022-10-13_Reporting_Cataloging_Issues.pdf
https://support.librariesofrsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/CatalogingAtAGlance_CheatSheet_2023-08-09.pdf
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Item Types added: MP3-AUDIO and KIT-SPEC 
The MP3-AUDIO was added for use of Go-Readers since 
they are not the same as Playaways. 

 
Item Cats 1-3: none. 
 
Item Cat 4 added:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Item Cat 5 added: 

 
 
 
 
 

 
On this page you can find the complete cataloging parameter lists.  

 
5. RSA annual cataloging theme:  

a. RSA progress upgrading brief records to OCLC records (E. Roberts) Time 
in recording: 00:54:07 

i. Since the May 19, 2023 Database Committee meeting, 1,326 
brief records have been upgraded. 

ii. Since September 1, 2023, RSA has resumed placing holds on 
school brief record items for upgrades.   

iii. Thank you everyone for sending items to help improve the 
database! 

iv. Friendly reminder, you can always reply to let us know if you do 
not want to send an item.  And you can now enter “leave as brief” 
in the 592 field as you create new brief records. 

b. Cataloging Maintenance Center backlog project (E. Laughlin) Time in 
recording: 00:58:10 

i. Update on the 2023 annual cataloging theme: backlog and brief 
records: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://support.librariesofrsa.org/project/cataloging-parameters/
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ii. The CMC will begin upgrading the encoding level M/8 backlog this 
October.  

1. You will hear from the CMC as they begin their project. 
2. You might be asked to send items to the CMC if they cannot 

catalog the item based on the available scans or 
photocopies.  Thank you for those willing to send items to 
the CMC! 

 
Break (5 minutes) 

 
6. Audio versus book format records for Wonderbooks and Vox (E. Laughlin) Time 

in recording: 01:00:47 
a. Thank you to Jennifer Jacobsen-Wood at Peoria PL for asking! 
b. There are two ways to catalog these items: on either book record type or 

audio record type. 
i. RSA prefers to use audio records when available.  You can find 

this in the Guide for Audio-Enabled Books: Wonderbooks & Vox 
Books. 

ii. The audio record type reflects the audio uniqueness of the item. 
1. The Item Type used for these items focuses on audio as 

well. 
iii. Essentially, in the fixed fields area, look for Rec_Type: i 

c. There is not much difference between these two record types, and this 
information does not display in the RSAcat (our icons are based on the 
Item Type). 

i. So prefer the audio record type (“i”) when available.  But if the 
only record available is for the book record type (Rec_Type: a), 
please do use that record.  

d. If you notice duplicate records in WorkFlows for Wonderbooks or Vox 
books (one using “i” for audio and the other “a” for book), please submit 
the duplicate records to RSA. 

https://support.librariesofrsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Guide_Audio-Enabled_Books_2023-09-05.pdf
https://support.librariesofrsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Guide_Audio-Enabled_Books_2023-09-05.pdf
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i. Follow the instructions from the Procedures for Reporting 
Cataloging Issues to RSA. 

e. Also, no need to go back and update any records using “a” for book.   
f. RSA is considering an internal clean-up project to resolve existing 

duplicate Wonderbook/Vox records in WorkFlows. 
 

7. Seeing unfamiliar MARC fields on records? (L. Schemensky) Time in recording: 
01:09:25 

a. BIBFRAME and linked data are the future of cataloging.  The idea is to 
make bibliographic data more discoverable on the wider web.  To make 
this happen, there are new fields being used within records, new 
terminology, and new formatting within records.  You might especially 
notice this on more newly created records. 

i. This is particularly noticeable in the 3XX fields.  Those blazing the 
way to BIBFRAME are breaking data down into “bite-sized 
pieces” within the bibliographic record to make it easier for 
machines.  Basically, more fields to allow granularity.    

b. If you encounter a record with fields, terminology, or formatting that you 
are unsure about (and are unsure if it’s supposed to be there, or is an 
error), please reach out to the RSA Help Desk for guidance. 

i. You can also learn more about MARC fields in OCLC 
Bibliographic Formats & Standards. 

ii. Please do not delete any fields from a record because you are 
unfamiliar with them, or if they look odd.  Those wacky looking 
fields might be important as we transition into BIBFRAME. 

c. At timestamp 1:11:34 in the recording, Lisa pulled up record o1396159339 
in WorkFlows to show everyone an example of a newer record with some 
of these newer fields. 
  

8. OCLC Cataloging: 
a. OCLC Connexion Browser sunset – April 30, 2024 (E. Laughlin on behalf 

of J. Choate) Time in recording: 01:16:59 
i. OCLC Connexion Browser will be discontinued on April 30, 2024.   

1. This is accessed via an Internet browser. 
ii. OCLC Connexion Client or OCLC Record Manager will continue 

and are not affected by the Brower’s sunset. 
1. No further action is required if you use Client or Record 

Manager. 
2. The Client will not be discontinued: 

 

https://support.librariesofrsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/2022-10-13_Reporting_Cataloging_Issues.pdf
https://support.librariesofrsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/2022-10-13_Reporting_Cataloging_Issues.pdf
https://www.oclc.org/bibformats/en.html
https://www.oclc.org/bibformats/en.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RHiztyWkKVo
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iii. Additional reminders about Browser going away will be shared on 
the RSA listserv. 

iv. Keep in mind, RSA does not require that member libraries use 
Connexion or Record Manager.  Please speak to your manager if 
you have questions about using or not using either of these for 
cataloging. 

b. Upcoming RSA Bibload Workshops (E. Laughlin) Time in recording: 
01:21:14 

i. All upcoming workshop information (dates and registration links) 
can be found within the Cataloging At-A-Glance cheat sheet. 

ii. These workshops will continue every other month in 2024.  Check 
the listserv or L2 for updates. 

iii. Please be sure to read the workshop requirements carefully and 
begin prepping for the workshop early so that you are prepared to 
attend. 

c. OCLC Machine Learning Merging Update (E. Laughlin) Time in recording: 
01:22:44 

i. OCLC is using Machine Learning technology to merge duplicate 
records.  Last month it was run for the first time, and it removed 
432,000 duplicate records from WorldCat. 

ii. For more from OCLC about this process, please see this blog 
post. 

 
9. Let’s Celebrate: (E. Laughlin) Time in recording: 01:24:56 

a. New and upgrading RSA libraries  
i. ROWVA CUSD #208 Elementary School replaced the high 

school, which left RSA.  Their code is ROWVA-HS. 
1. Half of the catalog has been cataloged, but there is no staff 

or time to continue. 
2. RSA is staying in touch with the school to see if they will 

remain a member. 
ii. Farmer City PL (FC_FARMERC): 

1. They are an existing Union List RSA member, but received a 
RAILS LLSAP automation grant to upgrade.  They finished 
cataloging, are currently entering patrons, and will receive 
circulation training in mid-October. 

iii. Mason Memorial PL (MM_MASON-M): 

https://support.librariesofrsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/CatalogingAtAGlance_CheatSheet_2023-08-09.pdf
https://hangingtogether.org/machine-learning-and-worldcat-improving-records-for-cataloging-and-discovery/
https://hangingtogether.org/machine-learning-and-worldcat-improving-records-for-cataloging-and-discovery/
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1. Interested in upgrading from Union List to Basic Online 
membership level. 

2. They are participating in the Basic WorkFlows Cataloging 
Workshop. 

b. Service anniversaries 
i. Lisa Schemensky—6 years as of July 
ii. Jennifer Williams—22 years at Normal; CONGRATS!!!!!! 

 
10. Next RSA Database Committee Meeting: (J. Williams) Time in recording: 

01:29:30 
a. “In between” Meetings (Zoom only):  

Scheduled if necessary.  
b. “Full” Meetings (Zoom only):   

i. Friday, January 26, 2024—9:30 am – 12:00 pm  
1. Registration is available here. 
2. L2 event is posted here. 

ii. Friday, May 17, 2024—9:30 am – 12:00 pm  
1. Registration is available here. 
2. L2 event is posted here. 

 
Notes written by: 
Lisa Schemensky, RSA Cataloging & Database Coordinator 
October 6, 2023 
 
Notes finalized by: 
Erica Laughlin, RSA Cataloging & Database Supervisor  
October 30, 2023 

https://railslibraries.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMoc-mprDwjGNTof3GB8x2unHkrWy845jY7
https://librarylearning.org/event/2024-01-26/rsa-database-committee-meeting
https://railslibraries.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAvcOuvrzkiHtEZ4OOb5l1E4Rtmt49XWt7i
https://librarylearning.org/event/2024-05-17/rsa-database-committee-meeting

